
  

English   10   Summer   Reading   Assignment   and   Titles   
  

Step   1:   Choose   a   book   from   the   titles   offered.   
Below   are   lists   of   titles   by   genre.   Peruse   the   lists   and   select   a   book   you   wish   to   read.   

*Mature   Content   Statement:   
Please   talk   with   your   child   about   what   he   or   she   plans   to   read.    We   are   sensitive   to   appropriate   reading   material,   but   also   
recognize   that   what   is   appropriate   varies   widely   by   family.    Most   are   concerned   only   that   their   children   be   able   to   find   
something   motivating   to   read   and   have   no   restrictions   on   what   they   allow.    Others   have   objections   to   the   horror   genre,   for   
instance.     
  

We   ask   that   if   you   have   concerns   about   what   your   child   reads,   please   stay   aware   of   his   or   her   summer   reading   book   and   assist  
in   gauging   the   content   and   maturity   level   you   would   like   to   maintain   with   your   child.   While   all   the   books   on   the   list   are   
deemed   to   have   strong   literary   merit   and   are   valuable   additions   to   Homestead’s   curriculum,   books   that   include   content   that   
some   may   find   sensitive   to   young   adults   are   marked   as   mature   content.    Your   child   may   switch   books   at   any   time   if   he   or   she   
becomes   uncomfortable   with   the   material.   

  
Step   2:   During   Reading   Assignment     
In   English   10,   we   will   be   exploring   the   literary   archetype    tragic   hero .   In   preparation   for   books   we   read   in   English   10A,     as   you   read   
track   examples   and   annotate   (circle,   underline,   star,   make   margin   notes)   the   development   of   a   character(s)   who   seems   to   bring   
about   his   or   her   own   downfall/troubles   by   the   choices   and   mistakes   he   or   she   makes   in   the   book.     

  
What   is   a   “tragic   hero”?     
A   tragic   hero   is   a   person,   usually   seen   as   important   or   special   in   society,   with   heroic   or   potentially   heroic   qualities.   Typically   a   
supernatural   force   condemns   the   hero   to   suffer   great   hardship.   The   hero   struggles   admirably   against   this   unfortunate   situation,   but   fails   
because   of   a   tragic   flaw   or   mistake.    This   flaw   in   his   or   her   personality   is   ultimately   the   cause   of   his   or   her   problems   or   downfall.     
  

Example   from    Literary   Devices :    Romeo   in    Romeo   and   Juliet    by   William   Shakespeare   
Romeo   is   also   a   very   good   example   of   a   tragic   hero.   He   is   a   man   of   high   social   standing,   who   falls   in   love   easily   with   a   girl   whose   
family   holds   animosity   towards   his   own   family.   Romeo’s   tragic   flaw   is   that   he   starts   believing   in   his   fate   immediately.   Juliet   acts   like   a   
dead   person,   and   Romeo   thinks   she   is   actually   dead.   Therefore,   he   kills   himself.   When   she   wakes   up   and   sees   him   dead,   she   also   kills   
herself.   Thus,   it   is   not   only   fate,   but   also   his   actions   and   choices   that   bring   his   downfall   and   death.     
  

Step   3:    After   Reading   Assignment:    At   the   end   of   the   book,   either   on   a   sticky   note,   piece   of   paper,   or   book   page   explain   how   the   
author   develops   a   character   as   a   tragic   hero   in   the   book.    These   are   questions   to   consider:   

● How   does   the   author   develop   characterization   of   the   tragic   hero’s   flaws?     
● What   is   the   character’s   downfall   or   main   problem?   
● How   does   the   character   play   a   role   in   their   own   troubles   or   downfall?   
● What   can   the   audience   learn   from   the   tragic   hero’s   mistake?   

  
You   will   use   these   notes   and   reflections   toward   an   in-class   essay   upon   returning   to   school   in   English   10A.     
  

Please   contact   Mrs.   Vickrey   at    nvickrey@sacs.k12.in.us     if   you   have   any   questions.     
  

Summer   Reading   Titles   

Work   Image     Description   Extra   Links   

Monster    by   Walter   
Dean   Myers     

  

Sixteen-year-old   Steve   Harmon   is   on   trial   
for   murder.   Guilty   or   innocent,   Steve   
becomes   a   pawn   in   the   hands   of   "the   
system,"   cluttered   with   cynical   authority   
figures   and   unscrupulous   inmates,   who   will   
turn   in   anyone   to   shorten   their   own   
sentences.   For   the   first   time,   Steve   is   forced   
to   think   about   who   he   is   as   he   faces   prison,   
where   he   may   spend   all   the   tomorrows   of   
his   life.   

Kirkus   Book   Review   
  

Author   Discusses   the   Book   
  

Internet   Archive   

https://literarydevices.net/tragic-hero/
https://literarydevices.net/tragic-hero/
https://literarydevices.net/tragic-hero/
mailto:nvickrey@sacs.k12.in.us
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/walter-dean-myers/monster-myers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QtlkXnf3-vY


  

  
  

The   Poisonwood   Bible   
by   Barbara   Kingsolver   
  

Year   Published:   1998     

  

“ The   Poisonwood   Bible    is   a   story   told   by   
the   wife   and   four   daughters   of   Nathan   
Price,   a   fierce,   evangelical   Baptist   who   
takes   his   family   and   mission   to   the   Belgian   
Congo   in   1959.   They   carry   with   them   
everything   they   believe   they   will   need   from   
home,   but   soon   find   that   all   of   it—from   
garden   seeds   to   Scripture—is   calamitously   
transformed   on   African   soil.”   

  
1998   New   York   Times   Book   
Review   
  
  

2013    Book   Review   from   
The   Guardian   

  
Internet   Archive   

  

Sarah’s   Key    by   Tatiana   
De   Rosnay   
  

Year   Published:   2006   
*mature   content   

  

July   16th   1942   marks   one   of   the   darkest   
days   in   history   for   Paris,   France.    13,000   
Jews   were   forced   from   their   homes   and   sent   
to   concentration   camps.    10-year-old   Sarah   
Starynski   attempts   to   save   her   brother   
Michel,   but   her   plan   is   interrupted.    Can   she   
make   it   back   in   time   to   save   him?   

Book   trailer   
  

Author   Interview   
  

Internet   Archive   
  

House   of   the   Scorpion   
by   Nancy   Farmer     
 
Year   Published:   2002   

  

Matteo   Alacrán   was   not   born;   he   was   
harvested   as   a   clone   for   the   142-year-old   
leader   of   the   country   Opium   -   a   small   area   
between   the   United   States   and   what   was   
Mexico.    Formed   in   a   petri   dish   and   grown   
inside   a   cow,   his   journey   to   birth   is   
something   out   of   a   science   fiction   novel.   Is   
Matt   a   monster?   Does   he   deserve   love?   
Matt   must   escape,   but   does   that   ensure   
freedom?   

Book   Trailer   
  

New   York   Times   Book   
Review   
  

Full   Text   PDF   

The   Catcher   in   the   Rye  
by   J.   D.   Salinger   
  

Year   Published:   1951   
  

*Mature   content   

  

What   happens   when   a   person   doesn’t   accept   
and   doesn’t   play   by   the   rules   of   the   
dominant   culture?   Holden,   the   teenage   
protagonist,   is   expelled   from   school   and   is   
desperate   to   find   a   place   to   fit   it   somewhere.   
Highly   controversial   since   its   release   in   the   
1950s,   Salinger   gives   a   raw   account   of   a   
classic   coming   of   age   tale   in   trying   to   stay   
true   to   yourself   in   the   midst   of   a   bunch   of   
“phonies.”     

Things   to   Know   BEFORE   
reading   

  
PBS   Discussion   of   the   
author   and   the   book   

  
Internet   Archive   

http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/10/11/daily/kingsolver-book-review.html
http://www.nytimes.com/books/98/10/11/daily/kingsolver-book-review.html
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/may/03/poisonwood-bible-kinsolver-book-club
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/may/03/poisonwood-bible-kinsolver-book-club
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbKE72_oTH4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zy0lnc76RaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qouJjJyTt9A
https://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/17/books/children-s-books-disorder-at-the-border.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2002/11/17/books/children-s-books-disorder-at-the-border.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LmU-CtnensMtB_4_TxBD3O3qMpnl7ASw/view?usp=sharing
http://prezi.com/1frgpvcaygyz/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
http://prezi.com/1frgpvcaygyz/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ir8qhyJkS4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ir8qhyJkS4Y

